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PROGRAM DETAILS 

 
Dates 

Monday, July 6 – Friday, July 31 

 

Daily Schedule: 

9:15 - 10:00: STEM or Arts & Humanities 
 

10:15 - 11:00: Jewish Life and Learning 
 

11:15 - 12:00: STEM or Arts & Humanities 
 

Fees 

Gann Students: $1500* 

Community Members: $1800 

*Free for incoming Gann Students 

 

Financial assistance is available.  

Contact lrabinoffgoldman@gannacademy.org for more information 

  

mailto:lrabinoffgoldman@gannacademy.org
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ARTS 
Around the World in 30 days: A Culinary Tour - All Levels – Michelle Langweider 

Have you ever wanted to learn about world cultures and traditions through their 
food ways? Do you like trying new foods? Are you an avid cook looking for some 
new and interesting techniques or ingredients? Do you just want to expand your 
palate? Have you always wanted to learn how to cook? Join us for our tour 
around the world through food. During our time together, we will learn about 
foods from around the world and the stories they tell us. We will cook exciting 
new dishes, try new foods, and have some fun and learn together, all while 
exploring the globe.  

 

 

Contemporary Dance - All Grade Levels Welcome, must have prior dance 
experience - Katie Pustizzi 

This course will dive into the technique, choreography, and culture of 
contemporary dance worldwide. Most classes will be movement-based to allow 
us to move, express, and create synchronously. In addition, students will have the 
opportunity to learn about prominent contemporary choreographers, companies, 
and productions. Most importantly, this course will allow students to express 
themselves on a deep level in a safe and welcoming space. 

 

 

DAW (Digital Audio Workstation) and Music Making - Beginner Level – Ray 
Daniels 

The DAW (Digital Audio Workstation) has changed the landscape of music 
composition. Before this platform was widely used, musicians had to have a deep 
understanding of music theory and composition to create a cohesive musical 
work. The DAW has unlocked the doors of opportunity for music composition, 
songwriting, beat-making and production. This class is for beginners wanting an 
opportunity to learn more about writing, EDM (Electronic Dance Music), songs, 
and hip hop. Once the Bandlab DAW platform is reviewed, students will work 
independently and/or collaboratively to advance their skills. Participants will 
contribute to an album of work by the end of the summer.   
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DAW (Digital Audio Workstation) and Music Making - Advanced Level – Ray 
Daniels 

The DAW (Digital Audio Workstation) has changed the landscape of music 
composition.  This work space is for students who are ready to work on their 
technique and further their own knowledge through study, collaboration and 
connecting with a music-making community. For this class, students will need to 
have a working knowledge of at least one DAW (e.g. Logic, Bandlab, Caustic 3, 
Garage Band, etc.). Students will work independently and/or collaboratively to 
advance their skills. Participants will contribute to an album by the end of the 
summer.   

  

Monologue Master Class - All Grade Levels – Lynda Bachman 

Learn how to perform a monologue with truth and intention. Prepare now to rock 
that future audition. Gain powerful public speaking skills that will benefit you on 
and off the stage. Through interactive, studio-style Zoom classes you will learn 
how to: 

 • Interpret a monologue for auditions or performance 
• Break down your monologue into acting beats 
• Use actioning techniques to achieve your objective in your monologue 
• Expand your physical and vocal range to portray characters with 
authenticity and specificity 
• Choose monologues that are a great fit for you and for a specific audition 
• Audition well by handling your non-acting moments with confidence and 
ease 

Whether you are new to acting or a seasoned performer, this class is for you! 
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HISTORY AND SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

APUSH: Hit the Ground Running - Recommended for 10th-12th Graders – Yoni 
Kadden 

In this course, students will learn the basic skills of the AP US History exam 
(including how to answer multiple choice, short answer, long essays and the 
infamous document-based question!).  They will also learn some of the key 
patterns and trends of US History (those likely to appear on the APUSH 
exam).  Students taking the AP course in the upcoming year will be well prepared 
and well ahead of the curve both in their class – and for the exam! This course is 
for students about to take APUSH - usually 10th-12th grade. 

 

Is It Legit? News and Information Literacy - Recommended for 8th-9th graders – 
Sarah Feldman 

We have unlimited access to information and the information we share has the 
power to affect lives. How do you become both news-literate and information-
literate? What is the connection between these two types of literacy? How do 
you verify information? What are the components of academic integrity?  In this 
summer course, students will learn how to locate reliable information; evaluate 
sources; and develop academic integrity.  

 

Moot Supreme Court: How to Argue Like an Appellate Lawyer - All Grade Levels 
– Yoni Kadden 

In this course, each student will pick a case that will either be on next year’s 
Supreme Court docket or one that was ruled on previously.  Students will learn 
the various ways in which justices interpret the constitution, how precedent cases 
help us better understand the constitution, and how to craft a compelling 
argument before the Supreme Court.  Students will then compose a short 
overview of the case for their classmates (who will be taking on the role of 
justices) and argue that case before their classmate justices – and a few guest 
justices as well.  
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JEWISH LIFE AND LEARNING 
 

Judaism 101 – All Grade Levels – Jethro Berkman 

Are you Jewish and curious to learn more about this amazing heritage? In this 
course we’ll explore the foundations of Jewish beliefs, practices and history, and 
discuss which parts of Judaism speak most to us. We’ll look at holidays, God, the 
Torah, Israel and more. 

 

Mindfulness, Meditation, and Teeny Steps to Help Your Best Self Emerge - All 
Grade Levels – Laila Goodman 

This group is a sacred community in which we support each other to let our best 
selves emerge. We will do a combination of basic yoga, meditation, and guided 
visualization, and an introduction to Mussar, the Jewish self-help practice. We will 
practice simple yoga and meditation two mornings/week. The other two days, we 
will learn about character traits and use journaling, reading, and talking to each 
other to set small goals to work on our “soul curriculum.”   

 

Social Justice and Love - All Grade Levels – Aki Yonekawa  

How do we approach the world with lovingkindness even in the face of injustice? 
How can we use that loving kindness to help us pursue justice? We will spend 
some of our time together cultivating our compassion through mindfulness 
practice, some of our time learning about the Jewish tradition's wisdom on 
justice, and some of our time learning about social justice issues facing our 
country today. 

 

Intuitive Prayer: Learning How to Pray About Things that Matter to You - 
Recommended for 11th-12th Graders – Gavriel Goldfeder 

We will lay the groundwork for understanding prayer as a useful means of 
expressing our actual needs and concerns. We will use non-prayerbook prayers as 
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starting points for formulating our own prayers, and we will keep a journal of 
these prayers for future use. 

 

You are a Jewish Woman, and You Matter! - All Grade Levels – Naomi Bilmes 

In this course, we’ll examine some foundational texts about women in Jewish law 
and the Tanakh. We’ll bring a modern lens, exploring what they mean to us today 
and how we, as Jewish women, struggle with and/or reject the roles set out for us 
by tradition. Topics covered include mikvah, modesty, obligation, and whatever 
else you bring to the Zoom room! This class is open to any Jewish-identifying 
woman looking to explore her full self. All experiences welcome. Taught by a 
Jewish woman who has moved within the worlds of religious and liberal Judaism 
and is working on finding her place!  

 

Learning to Lead: Jewish Kings and Their Hard-Won Lessons for Leadership - 
Recommended for 8th-10th graders – Gavriel Goldfeder 

We will study and reflect upon the first three Jewish kings as models of 
leadership, failure, and recovery from failure. We will develop text-interpretation 
and extrapolation skills (no Hebrew necessary!) as well as gain exposure to 
different levels of textual interpretation through the last 2000 years. 

 

Ethical Dilemmas Through a Jewish Lens - Recommended for rising 11th-12th 
graders – Stephanie Hoffman 

Is the death penalty ever acceptable? Can we ethically use Josef Mengele’s 
medical research? For such an ancient tradition, Judaism has some big things to 
say about modern conundrums. This course will explore contemporary ethical 
dilemmas and the different ways in which Jewish texts can help shed light on 
navigating modern times. We will learn multiple approaches to ethical decision 
making, look at modern case studies, and delve into the wisdom of our Jewish 
texts. Topics may include triage, capital punishment, and the use of HeLa cells. 
This class will cover themes most appropriate for rising 11th and 12th graders. 

 

Hebrew from the Beginning - All Grade Levels Welcome, Recommended for 
Beginners – Shlomi Zan 
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Do you know the letters of the Alef-Beit? Are you wondering where to go next? 
Hebrew for Beginners may just be for you! In this course, we will enrich our 
vocabulary and our speaking and writing skills in a fun, friendly, and supportive 
Zoom room.  !ברוך הבא/Welcome! 

 

Advanced Hebrew: Israel's News and Current Events - All Grade Levels Welcome 
– Shlomi Zan 

Are you an experienced Hebrew speaker looking to connect with others in the 
language this summer? In this course we will enrich our vocabulary, speaking, 
reading, and writing skills by exploring and reading Israel's news and current 
events. 

 

Jews and Arabs in Contemporary Israel - All Levels – Elan Cohen  

This course will explore the intersections between Arab and Jewish identity in 
Israel through food, TV/movies, music, and more. Students will learn about the 
complex identities of Jews and Arabs and how they may (or may not) overlap with 
other identities such as "Israeli," "Palestinian," or "Mizrahi." Classes will include 
consuming bilingual media in translation, cooking traditional dishes together, and 
discussing the way different expressions of identity play out.  
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LITERATURE AND WRITING 
 

Writing Composition – All Grade Levels – Naomi Bilmes 

In this course, students work on refining analytical and expository writing skills. 
The focus is on the building blocks of good writing -- argument, organization, 
clarity of thought, and mechanics. This course is available to all students looking 
to have more focused time and instruction devoted to their writing. 

 

Creative Writing – All Grade Levels – Lynda Bachman 

In this course, we compose poems and stories and create writing portfolios while 
reading some of the world’s best writers. “Make it new,” said Ezra Pound, and so 
we seek in writing both its transformative and transcendent qualities. In both our 
reading and writing, we explore how a poems and stories are made, paying close 
attention to the rhythms and musicality of words. In general, students should 
expect to be reading exceptional published work, writing in response to a wide 
variety of prompts, and giving and receiving peer feedback. 

 

Reading Your Soul: Jewish Literature Across the Ages – All Grade Levels – Naomi 
Bilmes 

For centuries, Jews have written. In this course, we’ll be reading and analyzing 
vital texts of Modern Jewish Literature (from 1800 – present). We’ll read a mix of 
authors – American, Polish, Russian, Israeli, male, female, poets, short story 
writers—all in English translation. We’ll explore how these texts speak to the 
profound questions of being a Jew: Who am I? What do I value? Tradition or 
progress? Assimilate or isolate? Is there a God? Come discover yourself in these 
texts. 
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MATH 
Algebra I – Review 

Students will review and extend mastery of linear functions, systems of equations, 
and rules of exponents. If time permits, there will be an introduction to quadratic 
functions. 

  

Geometry - Enrichment 

Enrichment pace will review and expand on right triangle trigonometry, circles, 
and coordinate geometry. Teacher will survey and emphasize areas of knowledge 
and move forward toward new topics accordingly. 

  

Geometry - Review 

Review pace will review and deepen knowledge in similar figures and area and 
volume of figures. Teacher will survey and emphasize areas of need and adjust 
topics accordingly. 

 

Functions and Trigonometry - Enrichment 

Enrichment-pace will review and expand on polynomial, exponential, logarithmic, 
and trigonometric functions. Teacher will survey and emphasize areas of 
knowledge and move forward toward new topics accordingly. 

 

Functions and Trigonometry - Review 

Review pace will review and deepen knowledge in polynomial, exponential, 
logarithmic, and trigonometric functions. Teacher will survey and emphasize 
areas of need and adjust topics accordingly. 
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SCIENCE 
Anatomy and Physiology Survey Course - All Levels, Recommended for 10th-
12th grade – Laila Goodman 

The hip bone's connected to the... whole skeleton! Interested in learning more? 
How are humans able to walk upright, how does food travel through our bodies, 
and how can two small lungs power a whole person? This course will be an 
introduction to  basic human anatomy and physiology.  We will learn about major 
systems, such as the circulatory, respiratory, and digestive systems, and also 
incorporate hands-on labs that can be done at home. This is an all-levels course, 
but may be best suited for students in grades 10-12. 

 

Backyard Botany - Recommended for All Grade Levels – Laila Goodman 

Botanists know that there's a whole world around us that often goes unnoticed. 
We will learn the basics of botany, focusing on flowering plant identification.  The 
class will include sketching, flower dissection, and backyard ecology experiments 
and will give you a new way to "see" the world. 

 

Birding  - Recommended for All Grade Levels – Elan Cohen  

Have you ever wondered who might be living in your backyard? You might have 
more neighbors than you think!  Birding will review the fundamentals of bird 
identification. In class we will review basic techniques of bird identification and 
then go out to find and identify local species (this will be similar to a scavenger 
hunt). Students will also learn to log what they see. Teacher will survey and 
emphasize areas of interest and move forward toward new topics accordingly 

 

Natural Disasters - Recommended for 8th-10th graders – Steve Wood 

Do you love disaster movies?  Have you ever wondered how things like 
earthquakes, hurricanes, and volcanic eruptions occur?  In this class, we will 
explore natural disasters by using you tube videos, computer simulations, and 
programs like google maps.  We will investigate the science of how they occur and 
what you can do as an individual and as a member of a broader community to 
reduce the risk they pose. If you like science on the epic and dramatic scale, this 
class is for you!   
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Outliers:  Studies of Success - Recommended for 10th-12th graders – Jeff Molk 

How do you define a successful person?  How do you know if your view of success 
will lead to a successful life?  In Outliers, we will use the thoughts and information 
gathered by Malcom Gladwell in his 2008 book to explore the story of success. 
Essential questions about opportunity will include:  Why do birth dates predict 
success in hockey, computer science, the law, and the clothing industry?  Does it 
really take 10,000 hours to become an expert?  Why do people with high IQs fail 
to graduate from college?  What are the advantages and disadvantages of 
entitlement? Essential questions about legacy will include:  How do the rates of 
plane crashes correlate with cultural legacies?  Why do students willing to fill out 
tedious questionnaires do better on math tests?  Can you close the achievement 
gap by going to summer school? And finally:  What makes an outlier? 

  



14 
 

WORLD LANGUAGES 
 

Arabic Basics - All Grade Levels – Elan Cohen  

Arabic Basics will review the very first building blocks of the Arabic language, 
including the alphabet, both print and script, and basic greetings and 
introductions Levantine Arabic. Teacher will survey and emphasize areas of 
knowledge and move toward new topics accordingly. 

 

Fun with French! - All Grade Levels, Recommended for Beginners – Michelle 
Langweider 

How many times have you thought, "I would love to take French, but I just don't 
have the time"? Well, here is your chance! Come join us in Fun with French! We 
will learn some basic French grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation, explore the 
French-speaking world both globally and locally, and learn about Francophone 
pop culture. In the end, you will walk away with some basics of French 
communication and culture and hopefully a burning desire to learn more. Little to 
no experience with French necessary. 

 

Hebrew from the Beginning - All Grade Levels, Recommended for Beginners – 
Elan Cohen  

Do you know the letters of the Alef-Beit? Are you wondering where to go next? 
Hebrew for Beginners may just be for you! In this course, we will enrich our 
vocabulary and our speaking and writing skills in a fun, friendly, and supportive 
Zoom room. !ברוך הבא/Welcome! 

 

Advanced Hebrew: Israel's News and Current Events - All Grade Levels Welcome 
– Shlomi Zan 

This course will explore the intersections between Arab and Jewish identity in 
Israel through food, TV/movies, music, and more. Students will learn about the 
complex identities of Jews and Arabs and how they may (or may not) overlap with 
other identities such as "Israeli," "Palestinian," or "Mizrahi." Classes will include 
consuming bilingual media in translation, cooking traditional dishes together, and 
discussing the way different expressions of identity play out.  
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Spanish Language Legends - All Grade Levels, Recommended for Experienced 
Beginners – Rachel Frenkil 

Review the past tenses in Spanish while practicing reading comprehension and 
discussion. Each week students will read a different short legend from a Spanish-
speaking country, learn about the culture of that country, and practice using the 
past tense to tell stories. The course will be conducted entirely in 
Spanish. Students with one to two years of Spanish experience.  

 

¡Conversemos!: A Spanish Conversation Course - Recommended for Students 
with 2 or more years of Spanish – Rachel Frenkil 

Each day in this conversation course will be based around a general theme or 
prompt. Students will engage with each other and the instructor to practice 
expressing their ideas and opinions, listening carefully, asking questions, and 
expanding their vocabulary. Spanish grammar is not the focus, but it will be 
covered according to student needs. The course will be conducted entirely in 
Spanish. Prior Spanish experience necessary, but knowledge of any specific 
cultural themes is not.  

 

Let’s talk Art: Conversations about Hispanic Artists and Their Creations - 
Advanced Level – Elena Morgan 

This course is aimed at providing an integration of art, culture and conversational 
Spanish. It will give students an understanding of paintings by Spanish and Latin 
American artists, from Renaissance through Contemporary Art. Candidates should 
have taken at least 3 years of Spanish. Recommended for rising 10th graders and 
up. 
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